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The learned Senator from Massachuseus, L
apprehend, hus made a very radical mistake in
regard to the application of this language of the
French constitution. The purpose for which this
language was used in the original constitution of
the French republic of 1791, was to abolish no-
bility and privileged classes. It was a mere po-
litical reformation relating to the political rights
of Frenchmen, and nothing else. 1t wastoenable
all Frenchraen to reach positions of eminence and

honor in the French Government, and was in- |

tended for no other purpose whatever, It was
never intended there as a means of abolishing
slavery atall. The Convention of 1794 abolished
slavery by anotherand separate decree expressly
patting an end to slavery within the dominions
of the French republic and all its colonies.

Now, sir, I wish as much as the Senator from
Massachusetts in making this amendment to use
significant language, language that cannot be mis-
taken or misunderstood; but I prefer to dismiss
all reference to French constitutions or French
codes, and go back to the good old Anglo-Saxon
language employed by our fathers in the ordi-
nance of 1787, an expression which has been ad-
judicated upon repeatedly, which is perfeetly well
understood both by the public and by judicial
tribunals, a phrase, I may say further, which is
peculiarly near and dear to the people of the
Northwestern Territory, from whose soil slavery
was excluded byit. [ think itis well understood,
well comprehended by the people of the United
States, and that no courtof justice, no magistrate,
no person, old or young, can misapprehend the
meaning and effect of that clear, brief, and com-
prehensive clause. 1hope we shall stand by the
report of the committee.

My.SUMNER. My proposition is withdrawn,
the Chair understands. -

Mr. DAVIS. I'wasgoing to make one remark
in relation to the proposed verbiage of the Senator
from Massachusetts. I think that that Senator
and all Senators ought to be very guarded in the
terms they adopt when they take $500,000,000.0f
property from other people, in which they have

"no 1nterest themselves, and propose to give them
no compensation forit. When the Parliament of
England liberated the slaves in the West Indies
they appropriated £20,000,000 as comvensation
to their owners.

Sir, the owners of no property of that value ever
voluntarily dispossesse&themselves ofit. When-
ever any such legislation ag that has taken place
in the world the legislation has been of a power
and by a people that did not own the property.
If at the commencement of the war of 1812 a
proposition had been made, by legislation or by

.uchange of the Constitution, to take all the ship-

ping interest of New England, and the other States
had been strong enough to carry such a meas-
ure in the form of legislation or amendment of
the Constitution, there did not live & man within
the States of New England at that time but what
would have been in open revolt against it.

Here are these gentlemen, uninterested in slave

roperty, and, with the exception of one or two
in this body, having no interest whatever in it,
who actually come up and propose to amend the
Constitution and take that property from a great
number of people more loyal than themseives,
more true to their Government, more trae to the
true principles of the Constitation and the Union,
without making them one cent’s worth of compen-
sation for that property, Everything isassmooth
as a marriage bell when men who do notownthe
property propose to ke it from those whodo own

3. It makes no odds whatthe amount of it is, or
in what manner it is to be done,if itis justin ac-
cordance with their will. Whatever may be the
originof that willitisallfair, all proper, all politic.

Mr. President, the proposition that Lassume |
believe to be irrefragably true, that the power of
amending the Constitution dues not suthorize the
abolition of slavery. 1 deny that the power of
amendment is illimitable. T deny that it carries
every power which the amending power may

thoose - to “gxercise. 1 deny that the power of

amendment carries the power_of revolution. Tt
is an absurdity to say that this power of amend-
ment will impartthe powerto change the Govern-
ment and to establish a monarchy if the different
departments and authorities authorized to enact
the amendment choose to adopt it. Itcannot be
done, legitimately at any rate,

Mr. President, if the men who are to pass this
amendment were as much-interested in this prop-
erty as those who are opposing it here and clse-
where, there is not one of them but would be
found in opposition to it. It is a very beautiful
operation, to be sure. They say to us, ““We
will take from you your property; we will make
you no compensation for it; and we will do itun-
der the power to amend the Constitution.” Sir,
property is a matter of State or domestic institu-
tion. 'The General Government have notlegiti-
mately, and were never intended to have,any ju-
risdiction or authority over the subject of prop-
erty. Whatsubjects should constitute property,
how it should be regulated, whether it shiould
exist and continue in one subject or be discon-
tinued in another subject, are guestions which
were never intended to be intrusted to the Gen-
eral Government. That is a great and funda-
mental feature of onr Federal and State system
of governments. The proposed amendment takes
that principle to be true in relation to but one sub-
jectof Eroperty; butif it strikes at it in relation to
one subject of property, it may in relation to all.

The power of amendment as now proposed to
be exercised imports a power that would revolu-
tionize the whole Government, and that would
invest the amending power with a faculty of de-
stroying and revolationizing the whole Govera-
ment. ln my judgment, it is absurd to say that
the power of amendment, which issimply apower
to reform, a power to improve, imports and au-
thorizes the exercise of & power to destroy,

I think, if gentlemen are determined to abolish
the property in slaves, they have as much vight
so to amend the Constitution as to make com-
pensation to the owners of* the property as they
have to deprive the owners of that property of
them. If they think the abolition of slavery and
the depriving of so many Joyal-owners of sucle a
large amount of property is such an exercise of
authority as that the permanent good of the na-
tion requires it to be done, they ought to have
the grace, the justice, the magnanimity to make
provision for a reasonable compensation to the
owners of that property which they take from
the owners. They have as much power to make
the compensation as they have to take the prop-
erty from them.

But, sir, in a closing word, I make my protest
against men who have no interest in such alarge
amount of property as the slave property owned
Ly the loyal people of the Urited States, undet-
taking to” seize (his property without any com-
pensation, ruthicssly, unjustly, and in defiance
of the guarantee of property and of justice that the
Constitution and Government of the United States
gave to all itg people.  Although Lknow thatthe
protest of an angel would not be heard, much
less the protest of as feeble a worm as I am, 1
make my last protest against a class of gentle-
men, against a portion of the people of the United
States, against the great preponderating sectional
power of the United States,depriving loyalown-
ers of millions of property, without having the
justice, the magnanimity, or the grace 1o make
the feast provision for compensation, as the Eng-
lish Parliament did to the slaveholders in the
West India islands.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I should be glad if I had
the time to reply to some of the remarks of the
Senator from Kentucky; but Iwill forbear doing
s0, hoping that we ghall now come to a vote. On
some future occasion | may answer him,

The VICE PRESIDENT, The Senatorfrom
Massachusetts may withdraw his amendment,if
there be no objection,

Mr. SUMNER. ltisentirely withinmy power,
as the yeas and nays have not been ordered.

The VICE PRESIDENT.

It is within the B

provinee of the Senator to withdraw it without:
the consent of the Senate, as no votc has been,
had upon it, and the yeas'and nays have notbeén
ordered. Theamendment is withdrawn, - 1 .

Mr. SAULSBURY. 1} wish to know whether
the amendment ] gent up some time since is now
in order. )

The VICE PRESIDENT. That will be in
order as a substitute; but all the vther amend-
ments are first in order.

Mr. SAULSBURY. I offer mine as a substi-
tate for the whole. :

The VICE PRESIDENT. TheChair so un-
derstood the Senator.  If no otheramepndment be
offered the Senator from Delaware proposes to
strike outall of the words reported by the commit-
tee, and to insert what will be read.

The Secretary read, ag follows:

Arricie XL

Sec. 3. All persons shalt have the right peaceably to 8s.
semble and worship God according to the dictates of their
owin conscience. .

Sec. 2 The use of the publie press shall not be obstruet-
ed ; but criminal publications made in one Statcagainstthe
lawlul institutions of another State shall notbe allowed.

Sec. 3. The right of citizens to. free and lawful speech
in public asscmblies shall uothe denied. Accessof citizens
to the ballot-box shall not be obstructed cithier by civil'or
mititary power, The military shallalways be subordinate
to the existing judicial authority over citizenz.  The priv-
ilege of the writ of abeas corpus shall never be suspended
in the presence of the judicial authority. .

Src.4. The militia of a State or of the United States
shall not b employed to invade the lawtul righis of the peo-
ple of any of theseveral States ; but the United States shall
not be hereby deprived of the right und power to defend
and proteet its property and rights within the-fimits ol any
of the States.

Sec. 5. Persons held to service or Jabor for life, in-any
State under the laws thereof, may be takeun intw any Ter-
ritory of the United States south of north latitude 36° 30/
and the right to sueh service or labor shall not be impain:(i
thereby, and the territorial Legisiature thereof shall have
the exclusive right to make and shall make all needfunl
rules and regulatious {or the protection of such right, and
also for the protection of such persons; but Coungress or
any tervitorial Liegislature shall not bave power to impair or
aholish such right of service in the said Territory while in
a territorial condition without the consent of' all the States
south of said latitude whielh maintain such service.

Sgc. 6. Involuntary servitude, except for erime, shall
not b permanently established within the District setapart
for the seat of Government of the United States§ but ihe
right of sojourn in such District with persons -held to ser-
viee or labor for life shall not be denied.

SEc. 7. When any Territory of the United States south
of north latitude 36° 30/ shall have a population equal to
the ratio of representation for one member of Congress, and
the people thereof shall have formed a constitution for a
republican form of government, it shall be admitted a8 a
State into the Union, on an equal footing with the other
Qrates ; and the people may insuch constitution either pro-
hibit or sustain the right to involuntary labor or service,
and alter or amend the counstituiion at their will,

Sec. 8 The present right of represontation in section
two, article one, of this Constltution, shall not be altered
without the consent of alt the States maintaining the right
to involuntary service.or laborsouth of latitude 36° 3¢, but
nothing in this Constitution or its amendinents shall be
construed Lo deprive any State south of said latitude 36° 30/
of the right of abolishing involuutary servitude at its will

Ssc. 9. The regutation and controt of the right to labor
or service in any of the States south of latitude 367 307 is
liereby recognized to be exciusively the right of each State
within its own limits; and this Constitution shall not be
aitered or amended to tmpair this rightof each State with-
out its consent: Provided, 'F'his article shall not be con-
stroed to absolve the United States from rendering assist-
ance to suppress insurrections or domestic viclence, when
calied upon by any State, as provided in section four,
article four, of this Constitution.

Sec. 10, No State shall pass any law in any way inter-
fering with or obstructing the recovery of fugitives from
justice, or from labor or service, or any law of Cougrass
made under article tour, section two, of this Constitution;
and all laws in violation of this section may,on compiaint
made by any person or State, be Qeclared void by the Su-
preme Court of the United States.

SEC. 11, Asa right of contity between the several States
south of latitude 36° 30/ the right of transit with persons held
to inveluntary labor or service from one State to another
shall not be “obstructed, but such persons shall not be
brougiit into the States north of said latitude.

Sre. 12, The traffic iu slaves with Atriea is hereby for-
ever prohibited on pain of death and the forfeitare of all
the rights and property of persons engaged therein ; an
the descendants of Afrieans shall not be citizeng,

Sec. 13, Alleged fugiti from labor or serviece, on ré-
quest, shall have a trial by jury before being returiied.

SEc. 14, All alleged fugitives charged with erfme com-
mitted in violation of the Iaws of a State shall have the
right of tria} by jury, and i{such person claiis to be g citl~
‘zen of another State, shall have a right of appeal or of &

“welt oferrortoiieSnprome-Conrt oftie Vnited Staws,




