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THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION OF THE UNITED
COLONIES OF NEW ENGLAND—-1643-1684*

The Articles of Confederation between the Plantations under the
Government of the Massachusetts, the Plantations under the Gov-
ernment of New Plymouth, the Plantations under the Government
of Connecticut, and the Government of New Haven with the Plan-
tations in Combination therewith:

‘Whereas we all came into these parts of America with one and the
same end and aim, namely, to advance the Kingdom of our Lord
Jesus Christ and to enjoy the liberties of the Gospel in purity with
peace; and whereas in our settling (by a wise providence of God)
we are further dispersed upon the sea coasts and rivers than was at
first intended, so that we can not according to our desire with con-
venience communicate in one government and jurisdiction; and
whereas we live encompassed with people of several nations and
strange languages which hereafter may prove injurious to us or our
posterity. And forasmuch as the natives have formerly committed
sundry insolence and outrages upon several Plantations of the Eng-
lish and have of late combined themselves against us: and seeing by
reason of those sad distractions in England which they have heard
of, and by which they know we are hindered from that humble way of
seeking advice, or reaping those comfortable fruits of protection,
which at other times we might well expect. We therefore do conceive
it our bounden duty, without delay to enter into a present Consocia-
tion amongst ourselves, for mutual help and strength in all our future
concernments: That, as in nation and religion, so in other respects,
we be and continue one according to the tenor and true meanin
of the ensuing articles: Wherefore it is fully agreed and conclude
by and between the parties or Jurisdictions above named, and they
jointly and severally do b{ethese resents agree and conclude that
they all be and henceforth be called by the name of the United Colo-
nies of New England.

2. The said United Colonies for themselves and their posterities
do jointly and severally hereby enter into a firm and perpetual
league of friendship and amity for offence and defence, mutual ad-
vice and_succor upon all just occasions both for preserving and
propagating the truth and liberties of the Gospel and for their own
mutual safety and welfare.

3. It is further agreed that the Plantations which at present are
or hereafter shall be settled within the limits of the Massachusetts
shall be forever under the Massachusetts and shall have peculiar

* Plymouth Colony Records, IX, X ; Bradford’s, New Plymouth Plantation,
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78  The Articles of Confederation, etc.—1643-168/

jurisdiction among themselves in all cases as an entire body, and that
Plymouth, Connecticut, and New Haven shall each of them have like
peculiar jurisdiction and government within their limits; and in
reference to the Plantations which already are settled, or shall here-
after be erected, or shall settle within their limits respectively; pro-
vided no other Jurisdiction shall hereafter be taken in as a distinct
head or member of this Confederation, nor shall any other Planta-
tion or Jurisdiction in present being, and not already in combina-
tion or under the 'uriscfi)ction of any of these Confederates, be re-
ceived by any of them; nor shall any two of the Confederates join
in one Jurisdiction without consent of the rest, which consent to be
intergreted as is expressed in the sixth article ensuing.

4. It is by these Confederates agreed that the charge of all just
wars, whether offensive or defensive, upon what part or member of
this Confederation soever they fall, shall both in men, provisions,
and all other disbursements be borne by all the parts of this Con-
federation in different proportions according to their different ability
in manner following, namely, that the Commissioners for each Juris-
diction from time to time, as there shall be occasion, bring a true
account and number of all their males in every Plantation, or any
way belonging to or under their several Jurisdictions, of what
quality or condition soever they be, from sixteen years old to three-
score, being inhabitants there. And that according to the different
numbers which from time to time shall be found in each Jurisdiction
upon a true and just account, the service of men and all charges of
the war be borne by the poll: each Jurisdiction or Plantation bein,
left to their own just course and custom of rating themselves ans
peoer according to their different estates with due respects to their
qualities and exemptions amongst themselves though the Confedera-
tion take no notice of any such privilege: and that according to their
different charge of each Jurisdiction and Plantation the whole ad-
vantage of the war éif it please God so to bless their endeavors)
whether it be in lands, goods, or persons, shall be proportionably
divided among the said Confederates.

5. It is further agreed, that if any of these Jurisdictions or any
Plantation under or in combination with them, be invaded by any
enemy whomsoever, upon notice and request of any three magistrates
of that Jurisdiction so invaded, the rest of the Confederates without
any further meeting or expostulation shall forthwith send aid to
the Confederate in danger but in different proportions; namely, the
Massachusetts an hundred men sufficiently armed and provided for
such a service and journey, and each of tg’e rest, forty-five so armed
and provided, or any less number, if less be required according to
this proportion. But if such Confederate in danger may be supplied
by their next Confederates, not exceeding the number hereby agreed,
they may crave help there, and seek no further for the present: the
charge to be borne as in this article is expressed: and at the return
to be victualled and supplied with powder and shot for their journey
(if there be need) by that Jurisdiction which employed or sent for
them ; but none of the Jurisdictions to exceed these numbers until
by a meeting of the Commissioners for this Confederation a ter

aid appear necessary. And this proportion to continue till upon
knowledge of greater numbers in eacﬁo Jurisdiction which shallpo be
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